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Perth in 1986 – Road network



Introduction – genesis of the 
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Preliminaries

• Population forecasting

• Economics: incomes, prices, transport 
expenditure 

• Transport model development – MRD, DoT

• Development Land  potential 

• Transport networks  existing and planned

• Road Reserves  facts and statistics 



2021   Land Use tests
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2021 Land Use  tests 



2006 Transport analysis



2006 Transport analysis



Reserves – studies



Reserves – conclusions

Reserves – 10 Case 
Studies



Timescale for reserving land



Reserves appraisal based on:

• Road hierarchy/network
• Traffic forecasts  2021,2006
• Timescale
• Capacity standards
• Design standards



Summary of Reserves conclusions:

• Reduce reserve width on 37% of total MRS 
road length

• Potentially reduce reserve width on further 9% 
MRS road length

• Reduce overall reserve area by approx 16%, or 
30% of remaining reserve area  (ie excluding 
existing dedicated roads)

• Reduce potential future land acquisition costs 
by $200m   (1986 prices)



Looking back – and forwards

• RRR fulfilled its objective of reviewing road reserves in the MRS
• The land use analysis increased the scope of the work hugely – but also 

suggested how difficult it would be to rely on land use planning as a 
transport policy tool to reduce  car dependency. 

• The transport analysis needed to be taken further – and updated regularly 
to  include new schemes and evolving technologies 

• After 35 years Perth’s  transport systems are still performing well. But 
urban sprawl continues – under pressure from developers and supported 
by rail and freeway extensions 

• EVs will be a positive factor – not only  environmentally but because they 
may lead to general application of road pricing

• Automation could threaten public transport – and land use policy - by 
promoting universal personal mobility 



Looking back


